
Meet Mrs.Westwick!
by Sierra Dominguez

This school year eAcademy has many new teachers, in-
cluding Mrs. Westwick. She teaches ninth and tenth grade 
math. I asked her to do an interview so that students 
could get to know her more and she agreed.

Q: Why did you come to eAcademy?
A: I’ve been teaching online and in the hybrid settings 
(part online and part in class) for several years.  I love 
the ways that students can get support for their learning 
with all of the many online resources available.  I also love 
working with students and math has always
been my favorite subject.
Q: Do you have any kids? If you do, what is a thing they 
like to do?
A:Yes, I have three boys. They are six, eight, and ten years 
old and they all play soccer.  So we spend a lot of time at 
soccer fields.
Q: What is your favorite TV show?
A: I like watching cooking shows because I love food and I love to eat. One of my favorite 
shows is Chopped because I like to see the way they use unusual foods in surprising
ways.  I also like that the judges try to be kind as they are tasting the chef’s creations.
Q: Where did you go to school?
A: I grew up going to school in Riverside, including attending North High School.  I attended 
college at the University of California, Riverside, where I got both my math degree and my 
teaching credential.
Q: Favorite activity to do outside of school?
A: I love doing things outside when it’s nice out!  Going for a hike in the mountains with my 
family is at the top of my list.  I also went whitewater rafting with my family this summer.  I’ll 
definitely be doing that again sometime soon!
Q: What is your favorite thing about school in general?
A: I love learning and always have. I love that school is a place where you can learn about all 
the things you are naturally interested in and a place to stretch and strengthen your brain in 
subjects that don’t come as easily.
Q: What is your favorite thing about eAcademy?
A: The students!  You all have a great sense of humor, are intelligent, hard working, and I 
admire the friendships that you have with each other. 
Q: Have you always wanted to be a teacher?
A: Yes.  I knew I wanted to be a teacher by the time I was in kindergarten (there are lots of 
teachers in my family). I knew that math was my favorite a few years after that.
Q: What do YOU personally think of common core math?
A: I really like the direction that common core math is headed. It is very strong in teach-
ing problem solving skills which is a great answer to the “when are we ever going to need to 
know this” question.

After interviewing Mrs. Westwick, I learned more about her as teacher and as a person. Ei-
ther on campus or on Engenuity. I personally have her for math and I enjoy being in her 
class. She doesn’t only teach us math, but we have a lot of fun while we learn math. This 
is the second year for us students learning common core math so some lessons are harder 
than others, but we high school students have Mrs. Westwick by our side! 



Election Word Search
by Rebecca Rowley



What Are You Looking Forward to This 
Halloween?

by Wesley Hosea

by Rebekah Schneblin

How to Draw: Jack Skellington

Brennon: “spooky scary skel-
etons.”

Corbin: “The amazing Halloween 
parties.”

Madison: “Candy, Halloween movies, 
and skeletons!”

Rebekah: “I look forward to my dad’s spe-
cial effects as well as dressing up because 
it’s the only time you can dress up as killer 
without the cops questioning you!”



9/11 from the Eyes of 2001’s Youth
by Sierra Dominguez and Alexis Torrez

The events that took place on September 11th, 2001 
shook the minds of Americans across the country. Parents 
were frantic to get to their children, regardless of where 
they were in the country. Children panicked, not quite 
understanding the severity of the situation, and adults 
were just as frightened. The only thing that mattered in 
these moments was unity.

As a ten year anniversary reflection, an IB staff reporter 
wrote about their mindset as a seventh grader in New 
Jersey when the tragedy took place. No one at the school 
knew much about the situation until the early afternoon, 
but the parents swarming to pick up their children gave 
a bit of a hint that something was off. The lack of knowl-
edge about the situation only made anxiety cripple anyone 
that had the slightest idea that something was happening. 
Phones were ringing ceaselessly with parents frantic to get 
ahold of their children to make sure they were safe. Regardless of the information given, the 
situation was unsettling and terrifying for millions across the country. 

Katie A, a four year old at the time, was only one week away from her fifth birthday when two 
planes flew into the World Trade Center. She remembers that her mother was in shock and 
her eyes were “glued” to the TV. Now that she is nineteen, she realized that her mother was 
crying not only because something really bad just happened, but because the US would soon 
be going to war and that would mean that Katie’s dad would likely be deployed abroad for 
the first time. Another child, Matt J, from California, who was only six years old, said that he 
“vividly remembers” that day. He said, “I was brushing my teeth and my mom came upstairs, 
and she was crying, and I remember going downstairs and seeing what was going on. I didn’t 
fully understand it because I was 6, but I remember realizing that this was a big deal.”

Location in America on September 11th, 2001, didn’t mean anything. The event filled Ameri-
cans everywhere with uneasiness, apprehension, and dismay regarding what was to be done 
next. Despite the tragedy, the loss brought everyone together for that moment. After the final 
crash, there was a mutual feeling of mourning and unity across America.



Museum of Tolerance Field Trip
by Sierra Dominguez and Parker Luitwieler

On August 26th the Sophomores 
went on a field trip to the Museum 
of Tolerance in Los Angeles. Upon 
arrival, we had to wait in line for 
security. Then the tour began and 
we went down a ramp that had pic-
tures of the Holocaust survivors. 
At the end of the ramp there was a 
symbolic statue that represented 
all the people who had died during 
the Holocaust. Then we were led to 
a “Diner”, which was where every-
one sat at a table and there was 
a projection on the wall showing a video on drunk driving. Afterwards, we had to choose who 
was most responsible for the accident. The first time we had to pick up a phone and choose 
who was responsible, the majority of the people chose the man who drove the car most respon-
sible. We had to choose a second, with interviews with the people involved, and the majority 
chose the man who sold them the liquor. 

After we were done with the first part of our tour, we moved on to the Holocaust museum. 
When we first walked in we saw artifacts from the Holocaust. Soon after we went into a room 
where we had to grab a card and it had a picture of a child from the Holocaust on it. We then 
had to scan the card for us to get information on the child. We also watched a series of inter-
active videos on how Hitler became the German leader. Later, we walked through the gates to 
go to a concentration camp as if we were a part of the Holocaust. We also saw more artifacts 
such as actual hair, hair whips, and clothes. Following that, we went into a gas chamber and 
watched actual footage of people in the concentration camps and videos of people fighting back 
against the Nazis. We entered a room with  computers artifacts, and names of people who died 
in the Holocaust. The computers had slots in them for us to put our cards in from earlier to 
find out what happened to our children, only three or four children survived. When we were 
about to leave we met an actual Holocaust survivor, Albert Rosa who showed us his medals of 
bravery and his Jewish number camp tattoo. He was sixteen when he was sent to Auschwitz.

by Sierra Dominguez
Chuck E. Cheese’s Fundraiser

On August 26th the Redlands eAcademy PTSA held their first fundraiser of the year, where 
they got 15% of sales. It was from 3:00 pm to 9:00 pm and there were many people that 
showed up including: Mr and Mrs. Padron, Ms. Cloud, Rebecca Rowley, Catherine Barsumian, 
Madison Isaeff, Parker Luitwieler, and many more. 

I asked some of the students who attended to do an inter-
view of what their favorite game or thing to do there was. 
Here are their responses: Wesley Hoesa’s favorite game was 
the monkey hands game. Madison Isaeff and Parker Lui-
twieler’s favorite game was the basketball hoop game be-
cause they both love playing basketball and are glad they 
got to play it. When they turned in their tickets they both 
got slinkys because it’s a tradition that they play basket-
ball hoops and they get slinkys. Rebecca Rowley really loved 
the terminator shooting game because it was an interactive 
game. Rebecca also said, “My favorite part was stuffing my 
face with food.” Madison Black’s favorite game was skeeball 
because she, “Got a lot of tickets and it’s her favorite game 
of all time.” Lastly, Kaleo Smith’s favorite part was the vend-
ing machine “because ice cream” and the snowmobile rac-
ing game because “it was fun watching Joe beat everyone.” 
Everyone that I talked to had fun and the PTSA raised $65. 
Can’t wait for the next fundraiser!



Adam Young is an American Singer that is a 29 year old artist born July 5, 1986.  He decided 
to call his stage name Owl City. Young’s latest album was called Mobile Orchestra. This al-
bum has a duet with an American vocalist, songwriter, actor, and record producer called Aloe 
Blacc. The song was called “Verge”. This has been one of Young’s many duets with other sing-
ers, with Blacc being one of the more famous singers.

This album has ten songs called “Verge”, “I Found Love”, “Thunderstruck”, “My Everything”, 
“Unbelieveable”, “Bird With A Broken Wing”, “Back Home”, “Can’t Live Without You”, “You’re 
Not Alone”, and “This Isn’t the End”. These songs are all great and the album meets the 
standards perfectly.This album still has Adam Young’s personal touch to it but the album 
seemed almost super-charged. He managed to add a flare to the songs in the album that has 
not happened before and many people hope to find more songs like this. The song “Verge” is 
a great song that really takes most of the spotlight and inspires you to do many things. The 
song is about how graduating can be an amazing thing and you are free to do what you want, 
to make your life the way you imagined it. You’re free now…..you made it! You’re this close to 
being a grown adult. This isn’t the only song on the album that is a duet, he has three more 
songs that are duets, called “Thunderstruck”, “Unbelievable”, “Back home”, and “You Are Not 
Alone”. They feature Aloe blacc, Sarah Russel, Hanson, Jake Owen, and Britt Nicole. This 
album is one of the greatest albums Adam has made yet with a plethora of amazing songs 
and duets. I will always remember this album as one of my favorite albums that he has made 
because it has so many things that have a great impact like 
how his songs are so upbeat and all songs has at least one 
positive message in them which leaves you with a warm feel-
ing.

In conclusion, the newest album from Owl City is amazing 
and has set the standard for great albums. This is always 
something that I will look forward to listening to on a dull 
day. The great thing is that it isn’t just hearing Adam singing 
but also getting to hear the styles of everybody that he did a 
duet with. They say that music can inspire you and can do 
many great things to you, and I would have to say that this 
album definitely fits that description.

by Wesley HoseaOwl City: Mobile Orchestra

Doctor Who is a sci-fi British TV show that started in 1963. Both the UK and the US broad-
cast Docto Who. The show consists of wibbly wobbly timey wimey stuff. The Doctor is an alien 
called a Timelord and is the main character. He travels through time and space fighting a va-
riety of aliens with his companions that he brings along. Daleks, Weeping Angels, and Cyber-
men are recurring foes that the Doctor has to face. The Daleks are the mutated remains of the 
Kaled of the planet Skaro. They are able to destroy Timelords and there goal is to conquer the 
universe and exterminate anything that comes in there way. Cybermen are created to convert 
any non Cybermen into Cybermen by “upgrading” them. Weeping Angels are the most deadly 
and recurring  foes the doctor faces throughout the show. These species take the form of stat-
ues and feast on you using time paradoxes. 

The eighth season introduces Peter Capaldi as 
the new Doctor. With the new Doctor being such 
a contrast to the 11th Doctor it brings a familiar 
feel to the show, similar to when the 9th Doctor 
was around. Although Peter Capaldi is a good 
actor, season 8 doesn’t feel anything like sea-
son 7 did. The graphics seem to have gone back 
to the 2008 graphics, which if you don’t know, 
look very lousy. These dramatic changes to the 
show have lowered the amount of viewers for 
the show. Hopefully in the ninth season Peter 
Capaldi is able to bring back the magic we saw 
in season 7.

by Parker LuitwielerTV Review: Doctor Who



Band Review: Evanescence
by Rebecca Rowley

Star
I was in front of my aunt’s teal and white two-story house. I was going to stay over at her 
house for the summer. I walked up to the doorstep and knocked on her door slowly. After a 
few seconds, she opened the door. “Hey Linette! I haven’t seen you in such a long time!” she 
exclaimed. I looked at her pastel pink and blue hair that was put up in a cute bun and her 
white shirt that was covered in blue and red paint. She was a really creative painter. I never 
seen any of her paintings but my mom said that they were so “unique” and “well done”. She 
invited me inside her house and once I walked in, I noticed that everything was vintage which 
I liked. “Nice house.” I complimented. She smiled and directed me to my room. “I hope you 
like your room. It isn’t much since it was just a spare room.” 
“It’s okay, I don’t need anything fancy!”
“Okay, great!” I walked into my room. The walls were white and there was a closet, bed, desk 
and chair. It was pretty simple but I didn’t mind. I set my bags on the bed and unpacked. The 
last thing I got out was my headphones and my iPod that was full of songs from the 1940’s 
and 50’s. I put on a Frank Sinatra song and put my headphones on. I stuck the iPod in my 
pocket and walked out of the room. I saw my aunt walking out of a room with a painting on a 
man playing a piano. Then I saw a small signature on it that said “Star”. “Star is your name, 
right?” I asked. She nodded. “Lunch will be ready in about...an hour, okay?” 
“Alright.”  With that, she walked away. I tiptoed into the room she was in and examined it 
carefully. There were paintings everywhere. They were on the walls, the floor, on tables and on 
a couch. There was a painting of a woman looking out a window and there was a painting of a 
dog in the rain. “Wow, these are amazing!” I exclaimed.  “What do you think you are doing?” 

I turned around to see my aunt. She looked angry. “This place is FORBIDDEN!” she shouted. 
I ran out and went into my room. What was that about? All I did was say that the paintings 
were amazing! I brushed it off and laid on my bed. All of a sudden, I heard raindrops on the 
ceiling. I got up and looked out the window. How strange; it wasn’t raining at all. What was 
going on?

by Lea Easley

American rock band Evanescence was formed in 
1995 in Little Rock, Arkansas by singer, pianist, 
and songwriter Amy Lee and former lead guitar-
ist and songwriter Ben Moody.  In 1994 at a youth 
camp in Little Rock the two of them met, where 
Ben heard Amy playing “I’d Do Anything for Love 
(But I Won’t Do That)” by Meat Loaf on the piano.  
“Solitude” and “Give Unto Me” were written by Lee 
and “Understanding” and “My Immortal” were both 
written by Moody. They both edited and shared 
equal credit for these songs. When choosing be-
tween Childish Intentions, Stricken, and Evanes-
cence they chose Evanescence, which means “fad-
ing away” or “disappearance”.

American singer-songwriter and pianist Amy Lynn Hartzler, usually known as Amy Lee, 
is lead vocalist and co-founder of the band. Amy has partnered with artists such as Korn, 
Seether, and David Hodges for collaborations.  Amy played a part in many musical projects 
which include Muppets: The Green Album and Walt Disney Records’ Nightmare Revisited.  
Some of her music is influenced by ranging composers like Mozart, Danny Elfman, Bjork, 
Tori Amos, Plumb, and Shirley Manson. Current members of Evanescence include Amy Lee, 
Jen Majura (guitarist),  Tim McCord (bassist) who replaced Will Boyd who left the band in 
mid-2006, Will Hunt (drummer), Troy McLawhorn (guitarist, backing vocalist and songwriting 
partner).  Some of the former band members including John Lecompt, Ben Moody, and Rocky 
Gray are currently members in a rock band called We Are The Fallen. Previous member Terry 
Balsamo was replaced by Jen Majura the newest member of the band and is currently the 
bassist for the folk metal band Equilibrium. I highly recommend this band.  Although Evanes-
cence isn’t a very popular band these days it’s definitely a band you should check out.  It is 
one of my top three bands.



Comics
I Get Too Excited about Halloween  

by Madison Isaeff

What Have You Learned? by Rebekah Schneblin



Tech Review by Brennon Ellson

iPhone 4S : 5 years later 

The iPhone 4S had it’s moment of glory, but more than five years later, 
Apple still offers software support for the phone. I will give my honest 
opinions of the 4S, go over some of the specs, and see how well it works 
in todays fast-paced tech-driven world, so let’s get started. The iPhone 
4S was released about mid to late 2010-2011, in either June or Septem-
ber. Upon launch, the 4S boasted some technical advancements that 
were “ahead of their time” (Apple, I think it’s time to toss that tagline out 
the window.). Some of these features included an 8MP Camera, a Retina 
display, which, in my opinion, is still the best display, an 800 mega-
hertz dual core processor, and quite possibly the biggest thing in phones 
everywhere, Siri. However, even with all of these features it’s like a flip 
phone compared to todays technology. The phone is really slow, espe-
cially for gaming, with titles like Infinity Blade, Asphalt 8, and millions 
upon millions of other apps and games. There is some noticeable lag, 

which is not awesome, especially when the game requires you to be precise. The loading speed 
of the 4s for webpages  isn’t too terrible, but it is still slow. The weight and feel of the 4S isn’t 
awful, I do appreciate the weight, but I wish it was the size of the current 6S, but still hold 
its rectangular shape. There were actually two colors and variants of the 4S, your two color 
choices were black and white, and the two hardware variants included a 3G, and a 4G version 
of the 4s, both available in the black or white color choices. The 4S was also the last great de-
vice that Steve Jobs would release. Because the day after the 4S was revealed, Mr. Jobs suc-
cumbed to his pancreatic cancer. But overall, I have to give the 4S a “good for temporary use” 
rating. While I still use and care (because mine happens to be one of the first 300 out of the 4 
million sold in the first 3 days) for my 4S, the rating is solid. I do have to give them credit, this 
is a really good phone, just a bit too slow for today’s ever changing world of technology.

School Is Scary!
by Rebekah Schneblin



I awoke one morning to my mother making me pancakes, the sweet smell of Hawaiian choco-
late pancakes. It filled my nostrils with a sweet steamy smell of euphoria and reminds me 
of my Russian childhood. I arrived in the kitchen to find that my mother was nowhere to be 
found. “Mom!” I called out, but received no answer. “She must’ve left for work.” I thought to 
myself, shrugging. But as I made my way over to the sink, an Obama shaped object caught 
my eye. I knew something was very wrong at that moment in time. Upon looking down, I dis-
covered that the object was one of the pancakes my mom made. Except there was one prob-
lem. It had a highly detailed face of Obama, and it wasn’t like a overall outline of his face, it 
literally was Obama’s face on a pancake, eyebrows and all. Added onto that, it couldn’t speak, 
only stare. Horrified, I decided to just move on with my day. As I waited for the bus, I had an 
odd sneaking suspicion that the pancake was watching me. I looked around, not seeing the 
pancake anywhere, of course, but it still left an uneasy feeling in my gut. While I was getting 
on the school bus, I could see a golden brown object rolling down the street. Fearing for my 
life, I hurriedly got onto the bus. 

Occasionally, I would look back to make sure that 
I wasn’t being followed by the Obama pancake. 
I remember talking to my friends and hearing a 
thud. Awakening with my rear end on the curb, 
and my arm in a splint, I saw that most of my 
friends were either unconscious or most likely 
dead. I knew what was causing this....the Obama 
pancake. That damn pancake has followed me 
around ever since, haunting me. It was at my 
prom, it was even on the ceiling in my room. This 
continued for more than four days, but the funny 
thing was, none of my friends could see it what-
soever, so I merely dismissed it as a hallucination. After about three months, I stopped seeing 
the Obama pancake, but I was still uneasy because I knew deep down something wasn’t right. 
A pancake doesn’t just disappear, especially one that has been following me for three months. 
Disregarding this, I just continued on with my daily routine. The day went on pretty normally, 
I even considered riding the bus, which I haven’t since the incident, but something just told 
me “no.” And I would soon find out why my instincts had kicked in. Later on that day, on my 
way home, there was a bus crash, killing everybody on board. They ruled it out to be a poi-
soned bus driver, his blood alcohol content was 12.30, almost thirty times higher than what it 
should be. They had also said that the bus had rolled off a cliff, but it wasn’t driving too fast. , 
I immediately remembered the similar incident a few months ago and knew that was the true 
cause. Terrified, I decided to take some therapy classes, hopeful that they would work, hope-
ful that I could forget the hauntings of the Obama pancake. Therapy is going well, I haven’t 
been hallucinating about the pancake for quite some time now. Life as I knew it resumed, my 
grades got better in school, I was more focused and on time. I was even riding the bus again. 
whatever the case, I just knew that It wasn’t bothering me anymore. 

by Madison Isaeff and Brennon Ellson

The Haunting of Obama Pancake


